
 

Sunday	School	

November	18	was	the	Sunday	to	celebrate	the	Alliance	High	Schools	in	Alliance	churches	
across	Gabon.	The	high	school	students	brought	their	little	brothers	and	sisters	and	we	
unexpectedly	had	247	children	in	Sunday	School	that	week,	with	137	children	in	one	class	
(below.)	
	

 
  



 Patient Stories 
Pierre left the hospital after 8 months of treatment 

for multi drug resistant tuberculosis. This is a very 

difficult disease to treat, and he still has 12 months 

of treatment after the hospital. We ate cake and 

prayed to celebrate his discharge. Unfortunately, 

several weeks later, his wife died suddenly here at 

the hospital. (That's his daughter next to him in the 

photo.) We are one of only 6 centers in Gabon 

treating resistant TB. Next week I will go to 

Libreville for meetings on multi drug resistant and 

extensively drug resistant TB. 
 

  

 
Admittedly, witnessing someone having a seizure is very scary. Here in Gabon it is not 
possible for a family to call 911 or an ambulance if someone is having a prolonged 
seizure, so people resort to drastic measures to try to stop the seizures, like burning the 
person's feet. This month I took care of a 4-year-old girl whose parents kept hitting her 
in the face to try to make her stop seizing. It didn’t work, but it did cause facial trauma. 
 

Answered Prayer and Praise 
 
- A new Family Physician is coming next year! Her name is Sarah and 
she is coming with Samaritan’s Purse for at least two years. She will 
start French language school in January and arrive in Bongolo next fall. 
  
-We had very productive meetings with representatives of the National 
Gabonese Alliance Church, Bongolo Hospital and the US Alliance Church 
about supervision of the hospital for the future. 
 
- The container with the donated medicines arrived at Bongolo. 
 
- Our new surgery resident will be Dr. Asaph from Chad. 
 
- As I send this, we are in the middle of our weekend Prayer Retreat 
with a team from Pittsburgh, PA. We celebrated Thanksgiving one week 
late to kick off the weekend. 

 
  



Prayer Requests 
-Continue to pray for the leader of Gabon who had a stroke and is hospitalized in another 
country. 
-Pray for more Gabonese nurses for the hospital. 
-I am so incredibly thankful for Sarah, the doctor, who is coming. With amount of work 
here and the fact that the application process and language school can take two years, I’m 
going to continue to pray for another long-term primary care doctor. (You can see the 
Ministry Opportunity Description of this position by clicking on this 
link. https://www.cmalliance.org/jobs/international/africa/gabon-bongolo/bongolo-hospital-
primary-care-physician/) 
 
-We’ve been praying for a Project Manager to pray coordinate the construction, and 
infrastructure projects. There is a couple interested in this position! Pray for wisdom for 
this decision. 
 
Thank you for contributing to the CMA’s Great Commission Fund. Your gifts to 
the GCFmake it possible for the Alliance to send me to Bongolo and to show God’s love 
around the world. Here are some ways you could designate a gift: Support of Renée 
Valach- goes to the Great Commission Fund toward allowance, etc. Work of Renée Valach- 
for special work projects related to my ministry BHAIDS Treatment.toward HIV 
treatment, particularly the pediatric patients. You can also give a gift through the CMA for 
the Bongolo Benevolent fund to help patients who cant afford their care. BH Poor Fund.? 
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